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Bros. James Sum and John Lee visited 
Rodney Ratnam at Woodbridge Hospital 
on Sunday, 4th March 2001. Rodney is 
suffering from a failed kidney as wett as 
diabetes and is feeling very depressed 
and even suicidal according to bro 
James' assessment. He feels that 
Rodney needs a lot of visitors to cheer 
him up. 

White they were praying for Rodney, two 
mental patients, young men, came up to 
them to request for prayers because 
they claimed that they hear voices 
tetting them to do evil deeds. Bro John 
prayed for them in Chinese. 

According to t.he latest update from bro 
Wilfred, who visited Rodney one week 
later on 11 th March, he found that 
Rodney was able to recognise him and 
was of sound mind although somewhat 
depressed. 

Bro Rodney is due to be discharged 
very soon. Continue to pray for him and 
his family that they may be supportive of 
each other. 

The Straits Times: Tuesday, March 13, 
2001 - DIFFERENT RELIGIONS... 
COMING TOGETHER. This report 
is about a temple at Loyang, which 
houses Taoist, Buddhist and Hindu 
statues and have an average of 20,000 
visitors per month in spite of the fact 
that it is half an hour's walk from the 
nearest bus stop. 

Devotees claimed that their prayers for 
prosperity and wealth were always 

answered. One devotee said: "The gods 
here are very effective." The temple 
claims to have succeeded in bringing 
people of different faiths together. 

How did this temple come about? 
,Twenty years ago, some fishing buddies 
stumbled on the statues strewn by the 
sea at the edge of Loyang industrial 
area. They constructed a small 
makeshift temple nearby to house them. 
Later when the hut was burned down, 
donations poured in for the new temple 
complex which costs about $900,000. 

I used to advocate that it is okay to 
throwaway the idols of those who 
convert to Christianity. But now I 
wonder: "Did this temple come about 
because we did not take God's Word 
seriously?" "Is this the result of some 
Christian throwing away some idols 
instead of destroying it?" 

Refer to some Biblical texts on how to 
handle idols: 
to bum their Idols In the fire. (Deut 7:5) 
to cut down the Idoll oflheir godl (Deut 12:3) 
to DeltrQ)' all their carved Images and their 

COlt idols, and demolllh all their high 
ploces. (Num 33:52) 

Some questions to ponder about: 
I. 	 Why are people willing to go so out of 

the way to visit a shrine to idols? 
2. 	 Why are they willing to donate so 

much money to build their temples? 
3. 	 Why don't Christians have the same 

drive for the wrd God Almighty? 
4. 	 Is the Teleban doing the right thing? 

r"-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-: '-"-"I 
: The InterNut - someone who IS : 
I 	 I 
: crazy about the Internet. 

Greetings in the Lord's Name. The festive seasons of Christmas 
and Chinese , New year have gone by. During these periods many people 
consumed alcoholic drinks and some ended up as traffic accident casualties. 
Many young people today too frequent "watering holes" downtown. As Christians 
the burning question is often this: "Could you help explain whether the Bible 
promotes drinking alcohol or whether it condemns it." 

Assistant Professor Daniel Wallace of Dallas Theological seminary has the 
following insights in scriptures to share with us: 
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attended by about 70 adult 
"This is obviously a concern to many Christians-and 
for good reason! With the rampant abuse of alcohol in 

members. The meeting wasthis country (USA), resulting in shattered lives and 
preceded by a nasi lemak 

tens of thousands of deaths each year, any person buffet dinner and a short 
worship session.with a conscience should be deeply concerned about 

this issue. However, caution is also needed in a 
Chairman Ronnie Limdifferent direction: too often Christians have moral presented the agenda and 

outrage because of abuses of one of God's gifts was quick.ly foll owed up by 
the Treasurer's report. '!berc 
were requests from the 

outrage that leads to a condemnation of those who are 
not abusers. Things that once were issues 

members for more d.etailsare often now regarded as normal 
relating to the 2001 budget 

activities. For example, when my in respect ofexpenditure. 
grandmother and grandfather were 

'!be rest of the reports weredating, her parents were concerned 
presented and Chainnanabout this young man because he liked 
tJI8nk all the members for 

to go to football games. That was taboo their questions which is 
reflective oftllcir ~'QIH.x."'1 
for the acti vities of Jee. 

for them. Some Christians have 

condemned others for wearing make-up, going to the 

opera, or even sending Christmas cards. Christians, it 
 Due to the good response. 

tJle scheduled film sh ow had 
to be C3l1gelled and the 

seems, have an incredible ability to invent rules and 
regulations. It's endemic to human nature-but it's 

meeting ended at I0.30 pm,
also a modem, unvarnished form of Pharisaism. one hour laLer than planned. 
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Our attitude toward alcohol may well be conditioned by our culture more than we 
realize. Since the days of Prohibition, many believers have simply assumed that 
partaking of alcoholic beverages was sinful. What is interesting is that in many 
other countries God-fearing Christians see no problem with alcoholic beverages. 
(When I was on sabbatical in England, for example, I heard the pastor at an 
evangelical church use an illustration, which involved alcohol in a positive light. 
He was speaking about our attitude toward little disasters-such as when one 
brings home the groceries and the one sack that had the Sherry in it falls to the 
ground and the Sherry bottle breaksl The very casualness of this illustration put 
in bold relief the difference in attitude between many American Christians and 
many European Christians regarding alcoholic beverages. If a pastor in the 
States were to use the same illustration, most churches would censure him for it 
if not outright sack him.) 

One question we must wrestle with is this: If there is a subcultural Christian 
prohibition that goes beyond scripture, are we obligated to follow it? Should we 
even endorse it? Ignore it? Fight against it? As we all know, there are numerous 
Christian taboos that go beyond scripture, depending on when and where one 
lives. Perhaps this one can be se.en as paradigmatic for how to treat the others. 

At all paints, we must seek to be biblical. This requires reSisting the temptation to 
go beyond what the Bible restricts. As I began to look into this topic, I was 
actually quite amazed at the biblical writers' attitude toward alcohol. I had 
expected it to be far more negative than it really was. One lesson I have learned 
from this is that although I think that I am being biblical, often my tradition and 
Christian SUbculture shape my thinking more than I realize. 

Preliminary Framework: Grey Areas 

A word should be said about grey areas to begin with. Some Christians view grey 
areas as those moral zones in which one believer has the right to brow-beat 
another. Thus, if one believer thinks it is wrong for another to go to football 
games, the first believer has the right to exercise judgment on the second. This 
'sin-sniffing' delves into all areas, and the things that get lumped into this 
cauldron of evil deeds are quite numerous: attending the opera, playing cards, 
attending any kind of motion pictures, owning a television, listening to rock or 
country-western or even Mozart, investing in the stock market, observing 
Christmas with a decorated tree, reading mystery novels, spouses having 
separate checking accounts, women wearing make-up or slacks, etc. What all 
these areas have in common is that they are not discussed in scripture. Thus, if 
one wants to label them as eVil, he either has to do some rather ingenious 

Saturday, lOth March 200 I - Bro 
Vincent Chia (Ivy Lee's husband) 
shared an amazing testimony of God's 
protection over his life. 

They had been rehearsing their wedding 
recital on Thursday night at JCe. He 
then sent Ivy home and was driving 
home when suddenly a car from the 
right lane swerved into his lane forcing 
him to swerve but in order to avoid a 
motorcycle on his left, he had to slam 
his brakes causing his car to roll over. 

In his own words, the rectangular car he 
was driving ended up in a square shape. 
The front had a fIre but he was pulled to 
safety. If you had seen him on the 
wedding day, you would never suspect 
that he had been in such a serious 
accident only 2 days before. 

Fortunately for him, it was a rented car 
and the motorcyclist had come up as a 
witness for him. 

Thank God for His protection over bro 
Vincent Chiao 

Dorot~y :What is the dentist's f~~ourite , 
hymn? .. 

Martin: Don't know..... 
Dorothy: "Crown him with many crowns." 

Are you too BUSY? 
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tlQ> s,eJrv.e you...... 
Ex 18:21-22 : But select caPable men from all 
the people--men who fear God, trustwor1hy men 
who hate dishonest gain--and appoint them as 
officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and 
tens. Have them serve as judges for the people at 
all times, but have them bring eve/y difficult case 
to you; the simple cases they can decide 
themselves. 

ITim 3:1-10: Hereisa trustwor1hy saying: If 
anyone sets his hear1 on being an overseer, he 
desires a noble task. Now the overseer must be 
above reproach, the husband of but one wi fe, 
temperate, sel f-controlled, respectable, hospitable, 
able to teach, not given to drunkenness. not 
violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of 
money. He must manage his own filmily well and 
see that his children obey him with proper respect. 
(If anyone does not know how to manage his own 
family, how can he take care of God's church?) 
He must not be a recent conver1, or he may 
become conceited and fall under t.he same 
judgment as the devil. He must also have a good 
reputation with outsiders. so that he will not fall 
into disgrace and into the devil's trap. 

IPet 4:10-11 : Each one should use whatever 
gift he has received to serve others, faithfully 
administering God's grace in its various forms. If 
anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking 
the very words of God. I f anyone serves, he 
should do it with the strength God provides, so 
that in all things God may be praised through 
Jesus Christ. 

Acts 6:2-4 : So the Twelve gathered all the 
disciples together and said, "It would not be right 
for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God 
in order to wait on tables. Brothers, choose seven 
men from among you who are known to be full of 
the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this 
responsibility over to them and will give our 
attention to prayer and the ministry of the word." 



"weigh" much, much more manuscript evidence than was available before, in 
order to bring to us the Bible as originally written. 

3. Of course, the main reason why almost any modern version is preferable to 
the King James is simply that language has changed in the 400 years since the 
King James Version was published. 'We just don't talk that way anymore." 
Example: the King James version of Matthew 19:.14 has Jesus saying, "'Suffer 
little children ... to come unto me. '" We don't use the word "suffer" that way in 
contemporary English. So, both NIV and RSV have: "'Let the little children come 

tome.'" 

Bible translation seeks the original text; it is faithful to that; and it should speak so 
we can understand what God wants to say to us. 
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interpretation of the Bible or else simply appeal to one's conscience as the 
standard by which others are to be measured. 

We all can see the ludicrousness of such a stance when it comes to grey zones 
that are inoffensive to me. But when there is something that I have found 
offensive, the natural tendency is for me to make sure everyone else around me 
abides by the same rules. 

One of the hallmarks of modern American Christianity is its preoccupation with a 
'formula faith .' Tremendously popular are conferences that address conflicts 
between parents and youth and how to resolve them. One well-known such 
conference turns (occasionally) good advice into hundreds of rules that can 
suffocate one's walk with God. We are enamored of the 'How to' books that work 
for others and perhaps may work for us. All too often, once a person has found a 
tailor-made Bible-reading schedule, or a tailor-made pattern of prayer or diet or 
method of raising children or love-making technique, he writes a book about it 
and proclaims its universal applicability and even its normativeness. The reason 
such sells? Because legalism is endemic to human nature. We can package 
such as 'practical Christianity' or 'a wise and godly lifestyle' or 'principles to live 
by,' but at bottom when such advice goes beyond the scriptures and turns into 
more than advice, it is legalism. Such a preoccupation with legalism is seen in 
church membership requirements, missionary and pastoral ordination bodies, 
and Bible college/seminary codes of conduct. Take a look at a catalog of almost 
any evangelical institute of higher learning. You will notice that all too often the 
code of conduct section will spend an inordinate amount of space making grey 
areas taboo while spending almost no space articulating what the Bible declares 
to be sinful behavior. 

Church historian M. James Sawyer recently spoke at the western regional 
meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society on Sola Scriptura in the 
Protestant tradition. In his lecture he noted the irony of the modern milieu: 

Among contemporary denominations we find statements such as 
that of the [denomination's name withheld], who in their licensing 
and ordination questionnaire asks candidates if they agree that 
the Bible is the 'only and infallible rule of faith and practice' for 
the believer (The questionnaire on the very next line asks the 
candidate if he agrees to abstain from the use of alcohol in all 
forms.) 
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Our attitude toward alcohol may well be conditioned by our culture more than we 
realize. Since the days of Prohibition, many believers have simply assumed that 
partaking of alcoholic beverages was sinful. What is interesting is that in many 
other countries God-fearing Christians see no problem with alcoholic beverages. 
(When I was on sabbatical in England, for example, I heard the pastor at an 
evangelical church use an illustration, which involved alcohol in a positive light. 
He was speaking about our attitude toward little disasters-such as when one 
brings home the groceries and the one sack that had the Sherry in it falls to the 
ground and the Sherry bottle breaksl The very casualness of this illustration put 
in bold relief the difference in attitude between many American Christians and 
many European Christians regarding alcoholic beverages. If a pastor in the 
States were to use the same illustration, most churches would censure him for it 
if not outright sack him.) 

One question we must wrestle with is this: If there is a subcultural Christian 
prohibition that goes beyond scripture, are we obligated to follow it? Should we 
even endorse it? Ignore it? Fight against it? As we all know, there are numerous 
Christian taboos that go beyond scripture, depending on when and where one 
lives. Perhaps this one can be se.en as paradigmatic for how to treat the others. 

At all paints, we must seek to be biblical. This requires reSisting the temptation to 
go beyond what the Bible restricts. As I began to look into this topic, I was 
actually quite amazed at the biblical writers' attitude toward alcohol. I had 
expected it to be far more negative than it really was. One lesson I have learned 
from this is that although I think that I am being biblical, often my tradition and 
Christian SUbculture shape my thinking more than I realize. 

Preliminary Framework: Grey Areas 

A word should be said about grey areas to begin with. Some Christians view grey 
areas as those moral zones in which one believer has the right to brow-beat 
another. Thus, if one believer thinks it is wrong for another to go to football 
games, the first believer has the right to exercise judgment on the second. This 
'sin-sniffing' delves into all areas, and the things that get lumped into this 
cauldron of evil deeds are quite numerous: attending the opera, playing cards, 
attending any kind of motion pictures, owning a television, listening to rock or 
country-western or even Mozart, investing in the stock market, observing 
Christmas with a decorated tree, reading mystery novels, spouses having 
separate checking accounts, women wearing make-up or slacks, etc. What all 
these areas have in common is that they are not discussed in scripture. Thus, if 
one wants to label them as eVil, he either has to do some rather ingenious 
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him to swerve but in order to avoid a 
motorcycle on his left, he had to slam 
his brakes causing his car to roll over. 

In his own words, the rectangular car he 
was driving ended up in a square shape. 
The front had a fIre but he was pulled to 
safety. If you had seen him on the 
wedding day, you would never suspect 
that he had been in such a serious 
accident only 2 days before. 

Fortunately for him, it was a rented car 
and the motorcyclist had come up as a 
witness for him. 
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Ex 18:21-22 : But select caPable men from all 
the people--men who fear God, trustwor1hy men 
who hate dishonest gain--and appoint them as 
officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and 
tens. Have them serve as judges for the people at 
all times, but have them bring eve/y difficult case 
to you; the simple cases they can decide 
themselves. 

ITim 3:1-10: Hereisa trustwor1hy saying: If 
anyone sets his hear1 on being an overseer, he 
desires a noble task. Now the overseer must be 
above reproach, the husband of but one wi fe, 
temperate, sel f-controlled, respectable, hospitable, 
able to teach, not given to drunkenness. not 
violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of 
money. He must manage his own filmily well and 
see that his children obey him with proper respect. 
(If anyone does not know how to manage his own 
family, how can he take care of God's church?) 
He must not be a recent conver1, or he may 
become conceited and fall under t.he same 
judgment as the devil. He must also have a good 
reputation with outsiders. so that he will not fall 
into disgrace and into the devil's trap. 

IPet 4:10-11 : Each one should use whatever 
gift he has received to serve others, faithfully 
administering God's grace in its various forms. If 
anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking 
the very words of God. I f anyone serves, he 
should do it with the strength God provides, so 
that in all things God may be praised through 
Jesus Christ. 

Acts 6:2-4 : So the Twelve gathered all the 
disciples together and said, "It would not be right 
for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God 
in order to wait on tables. Brothers, choose seven 
men from among you who are known to be full of 
the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this 
responsibility over to them and will give our 
attention to prayer and the ministry of the word." 
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throwaway the idols of those who 
convert to Christianity. But now I 
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to DeltrQ)' all their carved Images and their 
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ploces. (Num 33:52) 

Some questions to ponder about: 
I. 	 Why are people willing to go so out of 

the way to visit a shrine to idols? 
2. 	 Why are they willing to donate so 
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and Chinese , New year have gone by. During these periods many people 
consumed alcoholic drinks and some ended up as traffic accident casualties. 
Many young people today too frequent "watering holes" downtown. As Christians 
the burning question is often this: "Could you help explain whether the Bible 
promotes drinking alcohol or whether it condemns it." 

Assistant Professor Daniel Wallace of Dallas Theological seminary has the 
following insights in scriptures to share with us: 
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